
 
Tuesday, May 19, 2020 

Dear Current and Prospective STS Families: 

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, the STS Community worked together for the continuity of 

education of our students.  There were bumps in the road, and it was tough.  Thanks to prayers 

from the whole community, the dedication of staff and teachers, the support of our parents, the 

hard work from students, I have never been more proud of SAINT THERESA CATHOIC 

SCHOOL, the SAINTS!   

As we look to next school year, it is 100% our intent for St. Theresa School to begin on 

Wednesday, August 26, 2020 with students in attendance in the building.  Of course, there are 

many questions regarding that hope.  While I may not be able to give direct answers to all 

questions at this juncture in time, I have a number of key points under two main topics, Safety 

Precautions and Instruction that I believe will help put your minds at ease for now. 

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS:  STS will have clear safety precautions based on the current 

regulations of social distancing in the school environment.  As you may recall, prior to school 

being closed, STS had already implemented a number of safety measures (no drinking from the 

water fountain, separation at lunch, sanitization, hand-washing, etc).  We look to enhance those 

where needed.  So, what else?  Here are some other factors that we are beginning to plan for... 

 How we enter the building and leave at the end of the day. 

 We are researching such things as a Thermal Cameras that can take up to six 

temperatures at a time. 

 Decals and signs placed around the school designating safe distancing and for directional 

purposes. 

 Reconfiguring desks/classroom set up; more breaks to get outside and/or designated 

learning spots for outside classroom opportunities (extra cleaning in the classroom and 

possible use of UV lighting to kill germs during that time frame). 

 More considerations like the wearing of masks, face shields, gloves, etc., and the rules 

and guidelines that surround all of that. 

 Teacher instruction and close proximity for teaching small groups.   

 We are going to do everything we can to be prepared for whatever the scenario may be.  

INSTRUCTION:  STS teachers are going to continue to teach based on best practices of 

instruction that our students deserve and our teachers know how to deliver.  Given that, and 

SHOULD we POSSIBLY not have a normal school start, there are many scenarios out there that 

are being discussed.  In fact, at this point, many are not worth discussing until we know for sure.  

HOWEVER, what I can assure you is that STS will be ready with a plan for any scenario.   



 
Having said that, there is one scenario that I do want to cover:  SHOULD we POSSIBLY be in 

the situation where students are to be home, but teachers are in the building to deliver instruction 

we will simply become St. Theresa Catholic Cyber School as long as we need to for PreK - 8th 

Grade.  Key points to the plan are as follows: 

 While we are so thankful and appreciate everyone's work at home, and what all the 

teachers have done, our faculty are already planning for improved instructional practices. 

o This will be possible because of teachers having access to the classroom and all 

their resources, supplies, materials and technology from which they teach. 

 We will be supplying Chromebooks to students to work from Google Classroom 

Hangouts (no more Zoom as it is not ideal for Chromebooks).  Direct teaching will be 

occurring both via recorded and live instruction on a daily basis. 

o For example:  With the Lablearner Program, teachers would explicitly walk 

through the experiments and activities for the knowledge and data gathering 

needed for the creative thinking and work completion that comes with it. 

 An improved plan for pick-up & drop-off of student materials and packets for at home 

that align with the direct instruction, allow for more timely instruction, quicker grading, 

and no printing needed from home. 

 Devices being supplied, hard copies and/or packets as needed, and the upgraded plan for 

delivery of instruction will allow students to work from home in a Home School/Cyber 

School modality. 

 A key to success will be STS providing clear expectations, maintaining a predictable 

routine and making the learning still fun, creative, challenging, but yet achievable.  

 THEN, when students are allowed to return to the school building, we will have a smooth 

transition and be back with our STS community. 

In closing,  I want you all to know that our goal is to keep our STS community strong, informed, 

engaged, safe, educated, and to remain connected, not only to each, other but also to Jesus Christ. 

We miss you all and look forward to our return for the 2020-21 school year! 

Thank you for your continued support.  We are here to support you.  Please remain in contact 

with us as we will with you. 

Be well! 

God Bless, 

Mr. Matthew E. Shore, M. Ed. 

Principal 


